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Black-Footed Albatross

Just where the sliding tide shreds
into whitish tatters on the shore,
an albatross stands—draggled
wings cranked wide, the feathers
like charcoaled streaks fanned out
in the late day wind, each foot
a splash of ink on the sand.

We creep close, near enough
to touch—and snap his picture.
A boy prances and flaps his arms,
but the bird doesn’t scare. He stares
out to sea, shadow stretched thin
on the wave-pummeled beach, beak
uplifted like a brujo's stick finger.

He must be dying, someone says.
But this creature's never heard
of Coleridge. When the time
feels right, he thrusts himself
two quick steps forward and up,
lifting and veering over the swells
close in, then the far whitecaps.

The next day he's back, jet-eyed,
imperturbable. Is this a private
ritual? Or a kind of annunciation?
I can almost hear him: There are many
worlds in this world, each alive
with many gods. Mine go by names
your tongue is too thick to pronounce.

Joseph Hutchison

July 14 - August 30, 2015 
Boulder Museum of Contemporary Art (BMoCA) in collaboration with the 
2015 Biennial of the Americas

a site dedicated to the poetry of Now! and tomorrow / a pop-up cold 
brew, pour over coffee, kombucha, and conversation bar in downtown 
Denver / a space that questions what it means to be a museum Now! 



ALPINE MODERN SHOP
Lifestyle accessories, 
home, decor, and gifts to 
inspire elevated living.

2037 13th Street
alpinemodern.com

BLACKBELLY MARKET
Farmhouse-chic eatery and 
butcher shop featuring
charcuterie, seasonal 
fare, and hand-cut fries.

1730 Pearl Street
blackbelly.com

BOXCAR & CURED
Cured offers artisinal 
cheeses, meats, and liquor 
and Boxcar serves 
perfectly brewed coffee.

1825 Pearl Street
curedboulder.com
boxcarcoffeeroasters.com

CHAUTAUQUA PARK
Hiking and climbing trails 
leading up into the 
Flatirons.

900 Baseline Road
chautauqua.com

INNISFREE POETRY 
BOOKSTORE & CAFE
A little, independantly-
owned shop featuring poetry 
books, local coffee, and 
baked goods.

1203 13th Street
innisfreepoetry.com

MADELIFE
Madelife offers a retail, 
studio, and gallery space 
for artists and 
entrepreneurs. 

2000 21st Street
madelife.com
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line break / disrupting rhythms elicits many questions. Most obviously, why has Boulder 
Museum of Contemporary Art (BMoCA) opened a coffee and kombucha cafe in Denver? And why 
is a visual arts museum dedicating itself to poetry? The simple answer  why not? It is 
with this type of questioning that line break challenges what a museum can be in the 
21st century.

BMoCA is a non-collecting art institution whose mission is to be a catalyst for creative 
experiences through the exploration of significant art of our time. Poetry can certainly 
be placed within this context. However, as an organization traditionally dedicated to 
visual arts, a poetry project was new territory. Our approach was to reach out to the 
local poetry communities in Colorado, and the response was overwhelming. Through     
collaborations with these communities, line break formed and took shape at the        
intersection of BMoCA’s mission and the voice of today’s poets.

As the project developed, it became clear that poetry needs to be experienced, and in 
the 21st century there is no shortage of ways to do so. line break is a site to       
experience poetry. It provides a space for contemplation and conversation about poetry 
of our time and the diverse poetry aesthetics and practices happening in Colorado and 
beyond. 

Each week of this project follows a different thematic approach, bringing artists from 
diverse disciplines together through workshops, readings, performances, discussions, and 
other programs relevant to poetry today. Remarkable poets engaged in global dialogues 
currently reside in Boulder, Denver, and throughout Colorado  we are honored to      
celebrate their work. The seven weeks of programming include contributions from Aaron 
Angello, Aaron Anstett, Silent Bear, Scott Beck, Reed Bye, Joseph Braun, Brian Buckley, 
Jack Collom, Julie Carr, Laura Cesarco Eglin, Juliana Aragón Fatula, Tim Z. Hernandez, 
Ana Maria Hernando, Joseph Hutchison, Maria Melendez Kelson, Ruth Ellen Kocher, J. 
Michael Martinez, Brooke McNamara, Khadijah Queen, Andrea Rexilius, Elizabeth Robinson, 
Eleni Sikélianòs, and Anne Waldman, among many more.

Because the project exists as a series of temporary poetic moments, it was important for 
us to consider how it might live on and how it will serve the poetry communities it has 
engaged. BMoCA hopes this seven-week project will offer reflections on what is happening 
in poetry today and culminate in an articulation of these findings in ways that offer a 
future resource. In addition to photographic, audio, and video recordings, we have also 
developed a zine to document individuals’ experiences. line break participants and 
visitors are invited to make recordings of their unique experiences. This zine serves as 
the project’s "open mic," and it reminds us that poetry springs from the writer’s emo-
tions, personal history, and perceptions and that each individual can be a poet. Addi-
tionally, BMoCA seeks to produce a publication that will include a collection of poems 
from the participating authors with written accounts and reflections on the project. In 
this way, BMoCA is opening itself up to possibility. The museum aims to turn a scruti-
nizing eye inward and compile a publication that not only captures the rich poetry of 
Colorado, but also transparently explores the project’s successes, challenges, and 
lessons for future consideration.
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